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Cholkettu is the traditional opening dance 
in the repertoire of Mohiniattam and was 
performed by Tara Rajkumar in Britain in the 
1970s and early 80s. Historically, Mohiniattam 
comes from Dasiattam – the dance of the 
Devadasis – which was common in the 
colonial times. Cholkettu means verbal 
notations strung together demonstrating 
movement patterns. Cholkettu usually 
opens with a brief prayer to the goddess 
and ends with salutations to the deity of the 
performance space.
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CHOLKETTU

In 1986-87 the Academy of Indian Dance 
(later renamed Akademi) produced The 
Return of Spring, a dance-drama based on 
the 4th century work of the poet Kalidasa, 
a classical poet of the North Indian Gupta 
Empire (ca. AD 320-550).

This production has been re-worked by 
Sanskriti UK, showcasing excerpts from the 
original production. The opening scene 
depicts Lord Shiva in his tandava (cosmic 
dance) form and a besotted Parvathi 
pining for him in her imagination. The piece 
then moves on to show Manmatha (Cupid, 
the essence of Spring) reduced to ashes, 
following the firing of his love-filled arrows at 
Lord Shiva in meditation. A desperate Parvati 
and Rathi (wife of Manmatha) plead to 
Shiva to bring Manmatha back to life, hence 
the return of spring.

RETURN OF SPRING

This is an evening of discovery and rediscovery, a retrospective exploration of the 
past four decades through film and performance.

CREDITS
Musical Composition and Choreography: 
Tara Rajkumar

Dancer: Bindu Rajendren

Music: Ragam Sankarabharanam and  
Talam Khandam.

CREDITS
Choreography and Artistic Direction: Pushkala 
Gopal, Sanskriti UK

Original Choreography: V.P. Dhanajayan

Original Artistic Direction: Pushkala Gopal

Dancers: Shyam Patel, Shaayiini Ravichantren, 
Rachana Suresh Kumar, Cameroon Joseph, 
Jasline Antony, Abirami Namasivayam, Lakshmi 
Leigh Pramod, Cynthia Sheeamalan, Lavina 
Manamohan and Sundaresan Ramesh.

Tara Rajkumar
An internationally acclaimed Mohiniattam 
and Kathakali dancer, choreographer, artistic 
director and educator, Tara Rajkumar OAM 
founded Akademi in 1979. She is now director 
of the Natya Sudha Dance Company and 
School in Melbourne, Australia. Her classical and 
contemporary productions have been toured 
widely in Australasia, United Kingdom, India and 
South East Asia.

Pushkala Gopal
Pushkala has worked as a freelance performer, 
lecturer, teacher, choreographer, writer, 
consultant, and composer since 1977. She 
was awarded a postgraduate diploma in 
Bharatanatyam in 1977 by the Ministry of 
Education, India. In 1983, she was awarded 
the British Council Fellowship and spent a year 
studying Western techniques of theatre, dance 
and education. She has pioneered several 
education projects nationally.



Akademi develops artists, inspires audiences and 
changes lives by creating, commissioning and 
nurturing classical, contemporary, popular and 
participatory South Asian dance.
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A documentary film in which renowned 
Kathak artist, Nahid Siddiqui explores her 
personal analysis of the origins of Kathak, 
including the influence of Jalludin Rumi’s 
Whirling Dervishes.

A THOUSAND BORROWED EYES

akademi.co.uk
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Nina Rajarani MBE
Nina has toured with her company Srishti 
extensively within the UK and internationally. 
In 2009 Nina was awarded an MBE (Member 
of the British Empire) in recognition of her 
services to South Asian Dance.  Nina is one of 
the founder committee members of the ISTD’s 
Classical Indian Dance Faculty and is a senior 
Bharatanatyam examiner. She regularly trains 
both teachers and examiners of the ISTD.

CREDITS
Direction and Production: Shakila Taranum Maan

Production Company: Maan Made Films

Sponsor: Black Arts Video Project and Arts 
Council England

QUICK!
QUICK! is a speedy take on the cut-throat 
and competitive London business world; 8 
city workers navigate their way through a 
hectic day at work, with dancers moving 
at breakneck speed accompanied by 
live Karnatic music. Nina Rajarani MBE 
won the Place Prize 2006, Europe’s largest 
choreographic competition sponsored by 
Bloomberg, where QUICK! won the award 
out of 204 other works.

CREDITS
Choreography and Artistic Direction:  
Nina Rajarani MBE

Music Composition and Direction:  
Yadav Yadavan

Dancers: Kirsten Newell, Akshay Prakash, 
Sundaresan Ramesh, Jahnavi Sheth

Musicians:
Roshan Iynkaran, percussion 
Kartik Raghunathan, violin
Madhusoodanan Satchithanandan, flute
Yadav Yadavan, vocals

QUICK! is staged with funding from Arts Council England 
and support in kind from Harrow Arts Centre and New 
Dimensions.

Shakila Taranum Maan
Shakila is an award-winning British Director, 
based in West London. She has been at the 
forefront in creating radical and avant-garde 
British Asian theatre and film since the late 70’s. 
Her profusion of projects has been inspired by her 
long-standing involvement in community-based 
work. Her first feature film The Winter of Love 
(2001) was shot on location in Southall, London 
and opened the Raindance East Film Festival.
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Choreography: Nahid Siddiqui

Musician: Sarwar Sabri

Yadav Yadavan
Yadav has provided vocal accompaniment 
for many dancers in the UK and worldwide. 
He is a regular collaborator with Nina Rajarani 
MBE, touring with her company nationally and 
internationally as the vocalist and composer. He 
also provides vocal training both independently 
as well as for Srishti and has sung for the ISTD’s 
Bharatanatyam audio resources for teachers.


