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Statement of Trustees Responsibilities
The trustees are responsible for preparing the Annual Report and the financial
statements in accordance with applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial
year in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice
{United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law). The financial statements
are required by law to give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity
and of the income and expenditure of the charity for that period. In preparing these
financial statements, the trustees are required to:

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

- make judgements and estimate that are reasonable and prudent
state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of
recommended practice have been followed, subject to any departures
disclosed and fully explained in the financial statements; and
prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis unless it is
inappropriate to presume that the charity will continue in operation.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them
to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 1985. They
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Induction and Recruitment of Trustees

Akademi completed a recruitment exercise for new trustees in November 2006 and
therefore 2007-2008 was a year of consolidation and learning for all concerned.
Appointments were confirmed for an additional three years at the Annual General
Meeting in February 2008. Akademi continues to offer trustees opportunities to
develop their skills through training and awaydays.

Major Risks

Akademi’'s major risks are principally the withdrawal of funds by the Arts Council and
other public bodies. Steps have been taken by the trustees to ensure that there is
regular dialogue with the Arts Council and that a fundraising strategy to diversify our
income streams is put in place. Akademi has a comprehensive risk analysis which is
available on request. Systems have been established to enable regular reports to
be produced so that the necessary steps can be taken to lessen these risks.

Objectives and Activities

Objectives set out in governing document

To advance the education of the public in the understanding, appreciation and
development of the art of dance generally and in particular Indian dance, mime and
music both percussion and vocal.

Aims
- To position South Asian dance as a part of mainstream dance in the UK
- Establish South Asian dance as an important force in contemporary British
culture
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- Increase the enjoyment and understanding of all South Asian dance forms
- Develop, train, and nurture South Asian dance artists

- Stimulate research and debate about South Asian dance

- Create groundbreaking and inspiring dance experiences

There has been no change in objectives or policies in the year.

Strategies for achieving stated objectives

Akademi intends to consolidate its work in 2008-2009, focussing on the London
region (through the support of ACE, London Councils and Camden Council) by
spreading its activities and performances though Inner and outer London. We will
also widen our interests by continue to showcasing artists around the country. Site
specific work will be shown at Edinburgh Mela, Newcastle, Derby and Nottingham.
Platforming new artists through a regional tour of Daredevas will continue and artists
from Bells will be showcased at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Performances in
London will include events for the Big Dance and Watch this Space at the National
Theatre as well as Diwali in the Square in October.

We will develop artists through a number of activities including mentoring. The first
year of our artist development programme for artists in the middle stages of their
careers, funded by Esmee Fairbairm will commence. Akademi will appoint 6
assoclated artists, organize one choreolab a year and host Daredevas as part of this
project.

Ongoing projects will include further development of the Qdissi collective, and a
programme for visiting artists. Furthermore we will begin to research and prepare for
events linked with Akademi’s 30™ Anniversary in 2009,

Akademi will continue to seek out funding for its innovative education projects. 2008
- 2009 will see the beginning of two new projects for London Councils focusing on
participatory activity for young pecple and cultural activities for older adults and
people from Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic communities and refugees. Further work
will continue on expanding our relationship with summer universities.

Akademi’s resource and information service will continue to manage its two websites,
providing a world wide information service and further linking South Asian dance
resources and Akademi’s activities to need.

Details of significant activities
Details of significant activities over the past year are contained in the section below
on Achievements and Performance.

Annual review of Akademi

Achievements and Performance (2007-2008)

2007-2008 proved to be a busy year for Akademi. The 60™ Anniversary of Indian
Independence created an unprecedented number of events and performances for
Akademi’s artists. Our Education and Community programme funded by the
Learning and Skills Council continued and Akademi consolidated its marketing and
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websites. The bedding in of management and new trustees continued allowing
Akademi to thrive from a solid governance base.

We reached over 93,344 in audiences, artists, participants and other members of
the general public (excluding those reached by our websites, www.akademi.co.uk
and www.southasiandance.co.uk}, This is a staggering 62 % rise on last year where
we reached 57,612 people. Qur programmes brought together 6373 artists, school
children and other participants to create education and community perl‘ormances.
Marketing assistance and one to one surgeries were provided to 166 artists.

Dance Development and training

The Dance Development department built on its work in previous years to deliver a
substantial programme of events whilst maintaining its commitment to the
continuing professional development of artists. The increase in popularity of South
Asian art forms gave artists the opportunity not only to revisit previous work and
reinvent it but to create new work, Akademi was fortunate to be commissioned for
two pieces of work in Trafalgar Square, one of which traveled to Birmingham and
Manchester. This year we worked on 23 events compared with 14 events in 2006 -
2007.

Our events reached immediate audiences of 81,970 and featured over 160 artists.

1.1 Events

‘Praveshhhhh’ {9 June, Overture Weekend, Royal Festival Hall)

Akademi presented Pravesshhhhh at Southbank Centre re-opening of Royal Festival
Hall, It was choreographed by Mavin Khoo and Gauri Sharma Tripathi and
performed by Everton Wood, Jasmine Simhalan, Fabio Scotto and the Ankh
Dance Company. The performance was a blending of kathak, bharata natyam and
contemporary dance on the river-terrace of the Royal Festival Hall. Set to a remixed
soundtrack by international DJ Matt Ross, Shrikanth Sriram and Niraj Chag. The
piece was performed twice and watched by a total audience of 5,000.

Camden Bangladeshi Mela, (1 July, Regents Park, London)

The Camden Bangladeshi Mela took place on the 1 July at Regents Park in Camden.
A traditional Bangladeshi piece, choreographed by Shourni Das was programmed on
the main stage. The piece was performed by 3 dancers and 15,000 people attended
the event,

Dreaming Now (3, 4, 5, August, Trafalgar Square)

As part of the Trafalgar Square Festival 'India Now’, Akademi performed Dreaming
Now, a South Asian dance-led contemporary spectacle which included an exciting
combination of dancers and circus artists from a wide range of genres. The
production was & re-working of the highly acclaimed Sapnay, originally directed by
esteemed choreographers Gauri Sharma Tripathi and Mavin Khoo. This year the
production introduced a rising contemporary choreographer Jennifer Irons. The
score was composed by internationally renowned D3 Per Qx, with eastern influences
by Niraj Chag.

The inspiring cast of dancers included Seeta Patel, Jasmine Simhalan, Nathaniel
Parchment, Nick Lawson, Liz Lea and Yamuna Devi were joined by 2 circus
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performers, a stilt walker and a body popper. There were also a cast of 8 from ANKH
which were choreographed by Gauri Sharma Tripathi.

The piece was performed by 14 Artists and reached a total audience of 4500 across
the 3 performances.

*‘Bells’ (10 August, Trafalgar Square)
Akademi were also invited to be part of & collaborative spectacle which was created
by artists from Delhi, London and Belgium during the Trafalgar Square Festival.

Internationally acclaimed artist Naresh Kapuria's sculptures featuring hundreds of
bells were integrated into a new dance piece chorecgraphed by Kumudini Lakhia,
Amina Khayyam and Urja Desai Thakore (Composer Atul Desai) leading to a
dazzling aeral climax featuring 8 white angels (Theater Tol). The show featured &
professional kathak dancers: Archita Kumar, Hanna Mannila, Manuela Benini,
Quincy Charles, Kakoli Mishra and Yuko Inoue. Accompanied by live music from
Hiren Chate and Ilyaz Khan, the over-all soundscape was composed and re-mixed
by Niraj Chag. The show had a cast of 19 Artists and was watched by an audience
of 3,000,

Kilburn Festival {15 August, Kilburn, London)

This annual festival celebrated the diversity of Kilburn's community. Akademi funded
a performance choreographed by Shoumi Das and performed by her group. The
piece was programmed as the finale on the Dance Stage, and was performed by 2
dancers. Approximately 1,000 people attended the event.

“X.TRAX' (18 August, Piccadilly Gardens, Manchester)

Akademi were pleased to have been invited to Platform 4 Piccadilly and performed
Dreaming Now as part of a two day programme of outdoor events. The event
enjoyed an audience of around 1200 people for both performances. Dreaming Now
was performed with the full cast of 14 performers.

'Tillana’ (27th August *Watch This Space’ at the National Theatre)
Choreographed in Delhi by Leela Samson, and reworked by Stella Subbiah to
create a site-specific production, this piece communicated the joyful richness of
Bharata Natyam. The piece was performed by Archana Ballal, Sarra Whichelow,
Magdalen Gorringe, Srikanth Subramaniam and other students of Uma
Chandra Deva. The show was performed twice by a cast of 10 Dancers and
reached an audience of approximately 1,500 people.

‘Ekatra’ (Aarhus Festival, Denmark 5th September)

The first half of this production in Denmark gave dancers a window to showcase new
pieces, each of which was set to live music by Mehboob Nadeem and Debasish
Mukharjee. The performance ended with the spectacular and dazzling Ekatra;
(Togetherness) choreographed by India-based Kumudini Lakhia and reworked by
Amina Khayyam and Urja Desai Thakore and featuring four professional kathak
dancers: Archita Kumar, Hanna Mannila, Manuela Benini and Quincy Charles.
with music composed by Atul Desai and remixed by the highly acclaimed and award
winning composer, Niraj Chag. The production had a cast of 8 Artists and the show
was watched by an audience of 700 approximately.
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Decibel (3-7 September, Victoria Square, Birmingham)

At the Decibel Performing Arts Showcase Akademi presented an excerpt of Dreaming
Now in Victoria Gardens with a cast of 10 artists including Gauri Sharma Tripathi
that was watched by 300 people. Akademi was the only outdoor event chosen far
Decibel so it was well attended by the delegates.

‘Akademi Royal Performance’, (9 Oct 2007, Royal Festival Hall)

Akademi performed an extract of *Sapnay’ to celebrate the royal opening of Royal
Festival Hall. The show was performed as a private performance for Her Majesty the
Queen. The piece was choreographed and performed by Gauri Sharma Tripathi
with Payal Patel, Seema Patel, Hima Patel, Jesal Patel, Trishna Kumari, and
Falguni Upadhyaya. Although it was a private performance watched by a small
audience and 100 young people, the event was watched by 1000s through a
telecast on BBC London News. 2 of our artists were interviewed for the pragramme.

Creative Clusters annual conference (13 November, Circus Space, Hoxton,
London)

Creative Clusters is an independent policy conference examining the growth of the
creative economy. Akademi performed in Circus Space's magnificent Combustion
Hali. A 13 minute extract of Dreaming Noew with 4 dancers including Nathaniel
Parchment and Liz Lea and 2 aerial silks artists from Bristol, performed for the
event. This was the first time Akademi collaborated with circus aerialists on silk in a
performance. The event was attended by approximately 350 internationzl delegates,
participating in the conference.

Arrivals - 14- 25 November 2007 (Kings Cross, London)

Arrivals marked the historic moment when the Eurostar pulled into St Pancras
International for the first time on Movember 14th. Akademi collaborated with the
UK's leading urban circus, Bassline Circus. Les Cirque de Studios de Marseille
combined forces with Bassline Circus and Camden Arts and Tourism to create the
finale show for the Arrivals programme. Naz Karim, one of Akademi's bollywood
workshop leaders, choreographed a major part in the show which combined a
bollywood dance group with aerial performance. The performance was attended by
3,500 Camden residents and visitors to the event,

Other events

The Luxury Travel Fair (27 — 30 June, Olympia, London)

At ‘The Luxury Travel Fair'. Akademi’s dancers offered a programme of folk and
classical South Asian Dance on the Indian music stage accompanied by live music.
Highlighting the talents of classical dancers were Anusha Subramanyam’s group
Beeja and Nina Ragani's group Srishti. Approximately 2500 people watched the
performance,

India Now Reception {17 July, Boat moored at the London Eye)

This glittering reception marked the start of the India Now season, with a floating Taj
Mahal on the River Thames. Akademi provided all performances for this event,
programming two pieces performed by ANKH Dance Company. The piece was
performed by 6 dancers and 400 VIPs were invited to the event.






