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Mission statement

Akademi South Aslan Dance UK is a charitable trust working to encourage excellence
in the practice and appreciation of South Asian dance within a contemporary artistic,
social and educational context in the UK.

Objectives and Activities

Objects set out in gaverning document

To advance the education of the public in the understanding, appreciation and
development of the art of dance generally and in particular Indian dance, mime and
music both percussion and vocal.

Aims
- To position South Asian dance as a part of mainstream dance in the UK
- Establish South Asian dance as an impartant force in contemporary British
culture
- Increase the enjoyment and understanding of all South Asian dance forms
. Develop, train, and nurture South Asian dance artists

- Stimulate research and debate about South Asian dance
- Create groundbreaking and inspiring dance experiences

There has been no change in objects or policies in the year.

Strategies for achieving stated objectives

Akademi will continue to work towards fulfilling its objectives in 2007-2008 through a
variety of streams of activity. As a key part of the India Now festival across London
we will aim to enhance the position of South Asian dance and continue to challenge
the artistic boundaries of dance in the London region. Our site specific work will be
shown not only in London but alse in Birmingham and Manchester where we will seek
to build our audiences across the country. Akademi will present two shows ‘Bells’
and ‘Dreaming Now” in the India Now festival commissioned by the Mayor of London.
By platforming the work of upcoming artists at the Lowry in Manchester and
presenting Daredevas 3 (our platform for new artists) in March 2008, Akademi will
continue to nurture young artists and provide new opportunities for them.
Internationally Akademi will be performing in Denmark and Austria for the first time
as we seek to consolidate our position internationally.

we will develop artists through a number of activities including holding Choreolabs
and developing a mentoring programme for artists in the middle stages of their
careers. Further sessions to help artists in business and marketing will be held as
well as providing marketing support for three artists during the year. Akademi will
co-comimission four artists during the year: Amina Khayyam, Urja Desai, Kamla
Devam and Sita Patel who will perform in a variety of festivals and platforms during
the year.

Ongoing projects will include further development of the Odissi collective (a group of
young professional artists), and a programme for visiting artists.
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Akademl will continue its commitment to stimulating research and debate about
South Asian dance by holding a sympesium on the global and South Asian notien of
contemparariness which will build on the findings of our earlier symposium 'No Mans
Land’ - exploring South Asianess. The research and development of this new
symposium will take place over 2007 - 2008 with a view to holding the eventin
Autumn 2008.

Following our excetlent delivery of the Re-Act project which helps increase the
enjoyment and understanding of all South Asian dance forms, the Learning and Skills
Council have written to us, offering us further funding of £134,860 based on our
performance as a good provider and this will give us a measure of financial security
for the education team until August 2008. In addition we have agreed to extend our
Asplre project to October 2007 in order to ensure that the maximum number of
young pecple have access to our services. Further work will continue on expanding
our relationship with summer universities,

Akademi's resource and information service will continue to manage its two websites,
providing 2 world wide information service and further linking South Asian dance
resources and Akademi’s activities to need.

Annual review of Akademi

Achievements and Performance (2006-2007)

Akademi thrived in 2006-2007 continuing its busy Education and Community
programme funded by the Learning and Skills Council and expanding its Dance
Development programme. A clear governance structure strengthened by the
recruitment of new trustees and an experienced management team ensured that
Akademi was able to build on previous years and consolidate its position as a leader
in South Asian Dance globally.

We reached over 57,612 in audiences, artists, participants and other members of
the general public {excluding those reached by our websites, www.akademi.co.uk
and www.southasiandance.org.uk) This is a 15 % rise on last year where we
reached 50,377. Our programmes brought together 4,154 artists, school children
and other participants to create education and community performances,

Marketing assistance and one to one surgeries were provided to 214 artists which is
an increase of 70% since last year.

Dance Development and training

The Dance Development department built on its work in previous years to deliver a
substantial programme of events whilst maintaining its commitment to the
continuing professional development of artists. Key events over the summer gave
artists the opportunity to revisit work from last year and create a stunning new piece
inspired by the experiences of South Asian women. This year we worked on 14
events compared with 9 events in 2005 - 2006. We cemented our relationship with
the Mayor of London’s Office appearing in two different events outside City Hal! and
in Trafalgar Square. Our events reached immediate audiences of 48,568 and
featured over 105 artists which is a rise of 11% from |ast year.
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1.1 Events

Commissions

Big Dance 2006 — (22 July, City Hall and The Scoop)

As part of Big Dance, Akademi repeated last year's Sapnay, this time at The Scoop
outside City Hall. Mavin Khoo and Gauri Sharma Tripathi successfully re-
choreographed the plece for the new city scape. Twenty-four artists from diverse
backgrounds including kathak, bharata natyam, ballet and contemporary dance,
embarked on a voyage of dreamlike fantasy, set to a soundtrack by DJ Matt Ross.
The performance started in The Scoop and made its way along the banks of the
Thames to the nearby water fountains. Drawing an immediate audience of over 500
the piece (commissioned by The Mayor of London) was broadcast live on BBC London
News on the 21 July at 13.30 and again at 18.30.

London Mela (13 August, Gunnersbury Park, Ealing)

Akademi programmed the Classical Stage, a concert hall-sized marguee, for three
hours for the London Mela. Highlighting the talents of classical dancers were dancers
from Gauri Sharma Tripathi’s ANKH alongside dancers from Pushkala Gopal's
bharata natyam dance group Mudralaya. Other artists that took part included
Satish Shah, Sarra Whicheloe, the Jasmine Simahalen Company, Quincy
Charles and Hanna Mannila, Raj Masilamani and Lynette Hague and Raj
Masilamani from Priya Pawar’s Pushpalata Dance Company and Pui Banerjee
and Geeta Anand from the Qdissi Collective. The mesmerizing array of dance was
enjoyed by an audience of around 2000 people.

Awaz/Voice Trafalgar Square Festival 2006 (10 - 13 August 2006)

Presented as part of the Trafalgar Square Festival 2006 (a free 3 week festival of
spectacular outdoor performance running from the 3 - 20 August) this new
production was commissioned by the Mayor of London in collaboration with
Greenwich and Docklands Festivals. The performance invoked the stories and
celebrated the dynamism of the Asian woman in London with Amrit Wilson
contributing to the storyboard. Chereographed by Chitra Sundaram and performed
by artists from a range of cultural and dance backgrounds including Magdalen
Gorringe, Amina Khayyam, Jennifer Irons, Diyva Kasturi, Jasmine Simhalan,
Prarthana Purkayastha, Purva Kaushik, Seema Patel and Jesel Patel. With
classical, contemporary dance and movement as well as folk and festive forms, the
work also featured live singing by the mesmerising vocalist Geetika Varde
(Mumbai), Cecilia Rodrigues and Premila Desai from Sahell, 2 Woolwich based
women'’s group. Augemented by composer Niraj Chag's compelling new score, the
four performances drew over 10,000 spectators,
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Community events

Sandhya Sangit - Images of West Bengal, Voices of Bengal Season (14
September 2006, Great Court, British Museum)

Sakhi, produced by Sangeeta Datta and performed by Aindrila Ghosh, Indrani
Datta, Rinku Roy, Koye Ghosh, Ria Dutta and Anna Bose Mullick was the first
in a series of events by Akademi for the Voices of Bengal Season. Live musical
accompaniment was performed by Soumik Datta (Sarod) and Hiren Chatey
(Tabla) to an audience of over 300 people.

Henna Mela (16 September 2006, Abbey Community Centre)

Akademi arranged two small performances for the Henna Meia at the Abbey
Community Centre on Belsize Road. The performances were a mixture of kathak and
Bollywood and performed by Gauri Sharma Tripathi’s group ANKH. An audience
of 200 people watched the event.

Tagore study day - Voices of Bengal Season (14 October 2006 British
Museum)

As part of the British Museum's Voices of Bengal Season, Akademi participated in a
day on the life and work of Rabindranath Tagore. Performances included: “Red
Oleander” performed by Prarthana Purkayastha, "The Song of the City" performed
by Bisakha Sarker and "Dark Matter” performed by Shamita Ray which were seen

by 181 people.

Sandhya Sangit - Images of East Bengal: Voices of Bengal Season (19
October 2006 British Museum)

Images of East Bengal took place in the Great Court and was performed by a series
of Bangladeshi artists (Showmi Das, Lokkhi Terra Quartet and Amina Khayyam)
to an audience of 130. Using Sufi poetry and ancient Tantric texts, this work
combined classical ballet with bharata natyam to create a duet that embraces and
celebrates the sensuality and physicality of the female ideclogy within the
parameters of Hindu and Islamic perceptions.

Private community event - (31 January 2007, Caledonian Road Community

Centre,)
Akademi facilitated a 20 minute performance and Boliywood workshop by Kripa Iyer

for approximately 60 young people at the Caledonian Community Centre.

LSC London Providers Network event (27 February 2007, Wallace
Collection)

As a successful provider of LSC services, Akademi was invited to perform at this LSC
event. Participating artists were Mavin Khoo, 10 young people from the Harris
Academy and 4 dancers fram the ANKH group. They were watched by an audience of
about 60 people,
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Corporate events

Move It -~ Dance London 2006 (21 - 23 April 2006, Olympia)

Akademi represented South Asian dance with two performances on the main stage
as part of Move It - Dance London, a new consumer exhibition devoted to dance.
Performed at Clympia 2, the event attracted 11,500 visitors. Shane Shambhu and
Seeta Patel performed two 15-minute so0los. The event provided them with free
publicity, a free platform to exhibit work and the opportunity to network with
professionals in the field,

Luxury Travel Show (29 June - 2 July 2006, Olympia)

Akademi’'s dancers performed at this exhibition at Olympia, on behalf of the Indian
Tourist Board, Three twenty minute performances took place, one on each of the
days. Gauri Sharma Tripathi, Seema Patel and Hima Patel performed a kathak
fusion piece while Mavin Khoo and Seeta Patel performed a classical bharata
natyam recital. Abhay and Kakoli Misra also performed. Approximately 2,500
people watched the three performances.

Credit Suisse - Diwali Reception/Dinner (4 October 2006, Great Court,
British Museum)

Akademi’s artists performed in the Great Court at the British Museum in front of
approximately 170 guests who attended an evening hosted by Credit Suisse bank.
Following a reception in the Reading Room, the guests then moved outside to watch
a 15 minute snapshot of ‘Sapnay’ re-choreographed for the occasion by Gauri
Sharma Tripathi and performed by Mavin Khoo, Seeta Patel, Hima Patel, Jesel
Patel, and Trishna Kumari Champaneri.

'Think London’ {5 December 2006, Somerset House)

On 5 Decemnber ‘'Think London’ hosted the annual India Business Reception at the
historic Somerset House at the Embankment. Three of Akademi’s professional
artists were invited to welcome the 300 guests into the building.

Destinations Holiday and Travel show (1 - 4 February 2007, Earls Court,
London and 2 — 4 March 2007, NEC, Birmingham)

Akademi represented India in London and Birmingham at ‘The Times presents
Destinations Holiday and Travel Show’ which 39,000 people attended. Two dance
groups and three individual artists created events watched by approximately
19,500 people over the four days in London and two days in Birmingham.
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1.2 Professional development

DareDevas (7 & 8 October 2006, Purcell Rooms)

Daredevas returned to the Purcell Rooms at the South Bank Centre for a second year
with an audacious mix of fresh dance talent. British-based with international roots,
the artists provided a fresh take on traditional Indian dance styles, kathak and
bharata natyam. The sold out shows reached approximately 500 people and
featured performances from Marcella Cappelletti, Yamuna Devi (Tavaziva
Dance), Divya Kasturi, Hanna Mannila, Seema Patel (Gauri Sharma Tripathi's
ANKH), Shamita Ray (Shobana Jeyasingh Dance Company) and Sarra Whicheloe.
Daredevas was promoted through Open Rehearsal and 15 audience members came
to the evening, including a South African dance choreographer. The Open Rehearsal
advertising campaign stretched to include 250 posters sites on London Underground,
a regional newspaper package and a national package which included half pages in
the Times (London edition)}, Time Out, Metro and the Evening Standard. In addition,
a radio advert was produced which was played out on Classic FM to their London
audience,

Currents ROH 2 co-commissioning (26 June - 8 July 2006, Clore Studio
ROH2)

Akademi assisted the UK Foundation for Dance to curate a third ROH2
New:Currents series. Performed in the Clore Studio Theatre 26 June - 8 July 2006
and provided a showcase and commissioning opportunity for new artists seen by
audiences of approximately 300 pecple. Alongside ROH; Akademi co-commissioned
two artists: Seeta Patel and Saju Hari. Seeta Patel presented a new triple bill of
solos with works by Professor CV Chandrasekhar, Stella Subbiah and Liz Lea.
Featuring live wvocal accompaniment Michael Parle, and original musical
compositions by Alistair Murray and John Metcalfe. As a rising London
choreographer Saju Hari also premiered his first group piece in the programme,
incorporating the Keralan martial art kalaripayattu.

DIY marketing and publicity seminar (17 February 2007, Hampstead Town
Hall)

As part of our commitment to professional dancers’ development, Akademi offered a
unigue seminar for emerging and established dance professionals. Led by Allan
Parker the seminar included a resource guide for all attending artists covering
photography, design, print and copy writing, ameng other subjects. The half day
seminar was attended by 12 artists,

1.3 Visiting Artists
Uma Dogra (July 2006, Patidar House)
Akademi collaborated with Patidar Samaj to host a workshop by Uma Dogra which

was attended by 60 kathak students.






